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Explore the McAlester Urban Trails, a growing network of paths for biking,
running, and outdoor fun right in the heart of the city.

CIVICSIN ACTION //

McAlester joins a national initiative with its first-ever Civic Bee, inspiring
middle school students to engage in civics and strengthen their communities.

FESTIVALS & MUSIC //

Celebrate McAlester with live music, stand-up comedy, cook-offs, and cultural
traditions from the Italian Festival to Oktoberfest.







amber Staff

Welcomel

Welcome to McAlester, a place unlike any other in
Oklahoma.

As the President of the McAlester Area Chamber
of Commerce, it’s my pleasure to welcome you to
our vibrant community. Whether you are visiting,
new to the area, or have called McAlester home
for years, you will quickly find that this town is a
special place filled with friendly faces, big
dreams, and a business community that is
dynamic and thriving.

Our business community is the backbone of
McAlester. From local shops to larger industries,

: each plays a vital role in creating a prosperous
Carollne Russell envir(I))nnZent for our residents argld Vri)sitorr)s alike.
President/CEQ It's a place where collaboration and innovation
thrive, and where every business—no matter its
size—makes an impact. We are proud to support
a network of entrepreneurs and professionals
who are committed to growth, opportunity, and
giving back.

At the Chamber, we are here to be your partner,
whether you are starting a business, expanding an
existing one, or looking for ways to get involved
in our community. Through our programs, events,
and partnerships, we strive to create meaningful
connections and opportunities for all.

We hope you'll take the time to explore
everything McAlester has to offer. From our rich
history and cultural heritage to the exciting things
on the horizon, there is truly something here for
everyone. You'll find that in McAlester, it's the
people who make this town special. And we look
Mike Kern forward to getting to know you and seeing how
we can help make your journey here even more
successful and fulfilling.

Accounting

Thank you for being a part of our community.

Kindest,

Caroline Russell
President/CEQ
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From the Desk of
Mayor Justin Few

Hello, and thank you for your interest in our wonderful
community. It is my pleasure to share some of the great things
that make McAlester such a special place to live, work, and do
business.

As the hub of Southeast Oklahoma, McAlester offers opportunities and amenities that go beyond
what many expect in a city our size. From healthcare and education to shopping and entertainment,
we are proud to provide resources that enhance the quality of life for our residents and visitors alike.

Recently recognized by World Atlas as one of the Top 10 Places to Call Home in Oklahoma, McAlester
continues to build onits strong foundation with new opportunities for growth. Over the past year, we
have celebrated the opening of several new businesses, and even more are on the horizon, adding
vitality to our community and strengthening our local economy. These successes are possible in part
because of the strong partnerships between city government and the business community—
working hand in hand to foster an environment where businesses of all sizes can thrive.

Healthcare remains a cornerstone of our city. McAlester Regional Health Center, with its new state-
of-the-art emergency facility and a growing team of specialty physicians, ensures our citizens have
access to high-quality care without leaving home. Education is another area where we shine.
McAlester Public Schools are investing in improved facilities to bolster the already strong programs
that open doors for students’ futures. We are also fortunate to host a campus of Eastern Oklahoma
State College, providing numerous degree programs, as well as Kiamichi Career Technology Center,
where students can pursue careers in fields ranging from nursing to construction. On top of that, we
are in the midst of a $10 million renovation of our public library—funded primarily through
donations—that will serve generations to come.

Our city also thrives as a destination for shopping, dining, and culture. McAlester offers three
distinct shopping areas: Old Town, where antiques and unique finds await; our highway district, home
to many national retailers and restaurants; and our historic downtown, where boutique shops, local
eateries, and vibrant events set the stage for community life. Festivals like the award-winning
Dancing Rabbit Music Festival and Grillmarks Festival Series draw people from across Oklahoma and
beyond, creating energy and excitement in the heart of our city. We are proud of our connection to
the Choctaw Nation and continue to work together on ways to honor and preserve our shared
heritage. That spirit is reflected in the arts, music, and festivals that bring our community to life.

McAlester is truly business-friendly with a hometown atmosphere. We are proud of where we've
been, excited about where we’re headed, and eager to welcome you to experience it all for yourself.

Justin Few
Mayor, City of McAlester
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McALESTER
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Networking Events

Coffee and Commerce offer a morning of
networking over coffee, providing a relaxed
atmosphere to connect with local business
professionals, share ideas, and build valuable
relationships. Chamber on Tap is our evening
networking event where members can
unwind with drinks and casual conversation,
fostering connections and collaboration in a
laid-back setting. Both events are perfect
opportunities to expand your professional
network, exchange insights, and strengthen
ties within our business community.

Golf Tournament

Our premier fundraiser offers a day
of fun, networking, and friendly
competition. Business leaders and
community members participate
for amemorable day on the greens,
complete with contests, prizes,
and awards. Proceeds support
Chamber initiatives, fostering local
business growth and community
development.
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Annual Banquet

This event honors outstanding businesses
and individuals who have made significant
contributions to our community. Enjoy an
evening of dining, drinks, music, silent auction
and awards. Join us to network with local
leaders, celebrate success, and be part of a
memorable night that highlights the best in
our community.

Ambassadors

The Ambassadors Program engages and retains
members while supporting events and promoting
community outreach. Ambassadors welcome new
members and assist at events. Benefits of being an
Ambassador include enhanced networking, increased
business visibility, and professional development. The
program also improves member retention, attracts
new members, and strengthens community ties. Join
our Ambassadors Program to connect, support, and
grow our business community!

Women’s Network

Our Chamber’s Women’s Networking Program is
designed to empower and connect professional
women within our community. This program
offers a platform for women to build meaningful
relationships, share insights, and support each
other’'s growth. Through events, workshops,
and networking opportunities, participants gain
valuable skills, expand their professional
networks, and collaborate on initiatives that
drive success.
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Ribbon Cuttings

These events are available to all chamber members. Mark the grand opening of new businesses or
major milestones for existing ones. Join us for a festive occasion featuring a ribbon cutting,

networking opportunities, and community support. It's a great way to promote your business and
connect with local leaders and residents.

Advocacy

The Chamber of Commerce collaborates with local, state, and national
leaders to advocate for the interests of McAlester’s businesses and
residents. Through these efforts, the Chamber ensures that McAlester
remains well-positioned for sustainable growth and future prosperity.
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Leadership McAlester

Growing Leaders, Strengthening Community

Every year, Leadership McAlester brings together a group of emerging leaders to learn more about their
community, strengthen their leadership skills, and make a difference through a hands-on service project.
The program, organized by the Chamber of Commerce, is designed to connect participants with one
another while also connecting them more deeply to McAlester.

For the class of 2025, that difference-making project is
focused on alandmark that has quietly marked the hours in the
heart of the city: the McAlester Centennial Clock.

Installed in 2007 as part of Oklahoma’s centennial celebration,
McAlester’s clock is one of more than 130 placed around the
state, with at least one in every county. For years, the clock
stood at the intersection of South First Street and East
Choctaw Avenue, serving as both a functional timepiece and a
reminder of the city’s role in Oklahoma’s history.

Time and weather, however, have taken their toll. The clock’s interior filled with rainwater, causing damage
that led to its removal in 2024. Since then, it has been stored while plans are made for restoration.

That is where this year’s Leadership McAlester class stepped in. The group has taken on the responsibility
of restoring the clock and ensuring its return to public display. Once the work is complete, the Centennial
Clock will have a new home at Arvest Park, located at the corner of Second Street and Chickasaw Avenue.

By choosing the Centennial Clock, the 2025 class is ensuring that a piece of McAlester’s heritage
continues to stand tall for future generations. Just as importantly, they are leaving a legacy of leadership
that blends community service with civic pride.

Leadership McAlester is more than a professional development program. It is a chance for participants to
work together on projects that create visible, lasting improvements. The restoration and relocation of the
Centennial Clock is a perfect example of how one class can contribute to the city’s future while honoring
its past. e
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LIFESTYLE

Grillmarks Steak Festival
Ribtoberfest

Italian Festival

Dancing Rabbit
Music Festival
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Each October, the Southeast Expo Center transforms into a
vibrant celebration of autumn as McAlester hosts its annual
Oktoberfest. What began as a spirited community gathering has
grown into one of the region’s most anticipated fall events—
drawing visitors from across Oklahoma and beyond. This year,
organizers are raising the bar once again, promising even more
sights, sounds, and flavors for guests of all ages.

The festival is designed with one goal in mind: to create an
unforgettable experience that blends local pride with classic
Bavarian flair. Guests will find authentic German fare—brats,
pretzels, and steins of cold beer—alongside a wide variety of
food vendors serving regional favorites. Whether you come
hungry for schnitzel or just a funnel cake, there’s something to
satisfy every craving.

Entertainment and activities stretch from morning to night.
Crowd-pleasing competitions include the ever-popular corgi and
dachshund races, a Bavarian costume contest, a stein-hoisting
challenge, and the spirited barrel races. Families can enjoy pony
rides, inflatables, and a lively cornhole tournament, while thrill-
seekers can take to the skies with helicopter rides or marvel at
the massive monster-truck track and mud-bogging action.

Music lovers will be treated to a full lineup of live performances,
highlighted by a high-energy Battle of the Bands on two stages to
keep the rhythm going without pause. For those looking to take in
the scenery from above, hot-air balloons add a splash of color to
the Oklahoma sky, creating the perfect backdrop for fall photos.

Beyond the fun, McAlester Oktoberfest champions the local
community. Organizers partner with area businesses and
artisans to showcase their products and services, helping keep
dollars close to home while giving festivalgoers a taste of the
region’s creativity and hospitality. “Our mission is to make each
year bigger and better while supporting the businesses and
families who make McAlester special,” say event planners.

With crisp autumn air, unforgettable entertainment, and
activities for every age group, McAlester Oktoberfest is more
than a festival—it’s a tradition. Mark your calendar this October
and join neighbors, friends, and visitors for a weekend of music,
food, and memories at the Southeast Expo Center. Prost to
another year of fun! e
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CHOCOLATE TOUR

FEBRUARY

GRILLMARKS STEAK FESTIVAL
May

ITALIAN FESTIVAL
May

ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE
May

DANCING RABBIT MUSIC FESTIVAL

Mav, JuNe, JuLy, NOVEMBER

STARS AND STRIPES FIREWORKS SHOW

JuLy
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PITTSBURG COUNTY FREE FAIR

SEPTEMBER

OKTOBERFEST

OCTOBER

ROBBER’S CAVE FALL FESTIVAL

OCTOBER

MRHC FOUNDATION COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR

NOVEMBER

RIBTOBERFEST

NOVEMBER

VETERANS DAY PARADE

NOVEMBER

$10K GIVEAWAY

DECEMBER

DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS PARADE

DECEMBER

DANCING RABBIT COMEDY SERIES

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

NEARBY POINTS OF INTEREST

MCALESTER COUNTRY CLUB
MCALESTER LIBRARY

LAKE EUFAULA

ROBBER’S CAVE NATIONAL PARK
CARLTON LANDING
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ust north of downtown, the McAlester Urban Trails provide residents and
visitors with a place to walk, run, bike, and connect with nature without ever
leaving the city limits. Designed to be both accessible and adventurous, the
trails offer something for everyone, from casual walkers to dedicated mountain
bikers.

The trail system includes wide double-track paths perfect for walking, jogging,
or enjoying a peaceful ride. For those seeking a challenge, single-track trails
are available with varying degrees of difficulty, making the system appealing
to both beginners and experienced cyclists. With routes that weave through
shaded areas, open stretches, and scenic views, the trails deliver a fresh
outdoor experience each time you visit.

One of the highlights of the system is the Glen Stone Trail, named in honor of
Glen Stone, a respected coach and community figure known for his
contributions to track and field. The trail not only recognizes his legacy but also
reflects the community’s long-standing dedication to creating spaces that
encourage active living.

The Urban Trails came to life thanks to the vision and determination of four local residents: Randy
Saunier, Blake Lynch, Jeff Mann, and Richard Peckio. Their shared goal of building a recreational
space for McAlester inspired years of

planning, collaboration, and volunteer

work. Together, they transformed a simple

idea into a thriving trail system that now

serves as one of the city’s most popular

outdoor destinations.

Their efforts have created more than just

paths through the woods. They have built

a gathering place where neighbors can

meet, families can explore, and newcomers

can feel welcome. The trails reflect

McAlester’s spirit of working together, honoring local history, and building amenities that
improve quality of life for everyone.

Beyond recreation, the trails also support McAlester’s growing tourism appeal. Cycling
enthusiasts often travel across the region to explore trail systems, and McAlester is positioning
itself as a destination along that route. With an expanding network that will eventually connect
to downtown, the trails have the potential to bring new energy and economic activity to local
businesses.

For new residents, the McAlester Urban Trails are a great introduction to the city’s outdoor

lifestyle. Whether you are here for a day or making McAlester your new home, the trails invite
you to get outside, explore, and be part of a growing tradition. e

McAlester Urban Trails Map
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Building a More Active,
Connected McAlester

By Katelynn Perry

The McAlester Activity Coalition is a
passionate group of community members
working to make McAlester a healthier, more
vibrant, and better-connected city. Our
mission is to enhance accessibility and
promote multimodal recreation by developing
safe pathways for cyclists, skateboarders,
rollerbladers, and joggers, while also creating
bold new opportunities for fun that appeal to
every age and interest.

From the start, our focus has been on
inclusion and activity. We're spearheading the
creation of a network of protected trails and
bike lanes so families can ride, walk, and roll
safely across town. We are also planning a
community pavilion designed to host
concerts, festivals, and neighborhood
gatherings—a central hub where residents
can meet, celebrate, and share in the unique
spirit of McAlester.

But our vision doesn’t stop there. The Coalition
is actively working with local partners and city
leaders on a slate of larger-than-life projects
that will attract visitors and energize the local
economy. At the top of the list is a state-of-
the-art drag strip at the Southeast Expo
Center, giving motorsport enthusiasts a
professional venue right here at home.
Alongside it, we're developing a monster-truck
track to bring the roar of engines and the thrill
of competition to Pittsburg County. These
projects are designed to draw regional events,
provide family-friendly entertainment, and
showcase McAlester as a destination for high-
octane fun.

In addition, we’re exploring new dirt-bike trails,
expanded skate parks, and other recreation
zones that cater to a wide variety of
interests—from adrenaline seekers to those
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looking for a peaceful walk in nature. By fostering these diverse

activities, we aim to ensure every resident and visitor can

find something to enjoy, whether they're five or seventy-
five.

Our guiding belief is simple: active lifestyles build
stronger communities. By creating spaces that invite

; movement, excitement, and togetherness, we help our
a neighbors stay healthy and give local businesses new
- BL2AU opportunities to thrive. Every path we pave, every
M c A I- E s 'I' E R event we host, and every new attraction we plan is a
step toward a McAlester where recreation and

—ACTIVITY COALITION— community spirit go hand in hand.

Join us as we transform ideas into action and create a
city that celebrates play, connection, and possibility for all. Together, we are building a healthier, more
dynamic McAlester—one trail, one track, and one joyful gathering at a time. To get involved or learn
more, call 918-916-6165. ¢
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MCALESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Karla Brock Early Childhood Academy
3 year old program - PreK

301 E. Van Buren, McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 423-6465

Will Rogers Elementary School
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd

1200 East South Street, McAlester, OK
(918) 423- 4542

Puterbaugh Upper Elementary
3rd, 4th
1100 East South Street, McAlester, OK 74501

Parker Intermediate Center

bth, 6th

1310 N. 6th Street, McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 423-4647

(918) 423-4743

Randy Hughes Middle School

Lakewood Christian School

7th, 8th

1717 E. Van Buren, McAlester, OK, 74501

McAlester High School
Oth, 10th, 11th, 12th
1 Buffalo Drive, McAlester, OK, 74501

KEY Academy
Alternative Education

2801 North A Street, McAlester, OK, 74501
(918) 423-4790

HEAD STARTS

Health & Wellness Center - Adventure Head Start

Ages 3-5
700 S. 6th, McAlester, OK, 74501
(918) 423-0265

Choctaw Nation Head Start

Ages 3-5

1510 S George Nigh Expy, McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 423-9360

PRIVATE EDUCATION

Garden of Eden Christian Academy
PreK - 12th

2303 N. Main St. Suite B McAlester, Oklahoma
74501

(405)-441-8024

Lakewood Christian School
K3-12th

840 South George Nigh Expressway
(918) 426-2000

HIGHER EDUCATION

Kiamichi Technology Center

High school & adults

301 Kiamichi Dr, McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 426-0940

Eastern Oklahoma State College

High school & adults

1802 College Ave, McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 426-5272

(918) 423-4776
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McAlester Chamber to Host Inaugural Civic Bee

The McAlester Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce it will host its first Civic Bee, becoming
one of only five chambers in Oklahoma selected to participate in the 2026 National Civics Bee®. The
competition, created by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, is designed to inspire middle
school students to engage with civics and learn how they can strengthen their communities.

The National Civics Bee” invites 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students to showcase their ideas through
essays and live competitions. Students are asked to identify a problem in their community, propose
a solution, and connect their ideas to America’s founding principles and civic virtues. Local winners
advance to state competitions, and top finalists will ultimately have the chance to compete in the
national championship in Washington, D.C.

Chambers of Commerce across the nation have joined forces with the National Civics Bee because
civic knowledge in America is on the decline. According to the National Assessment of Educational
Progress, only 22 percent of 8th graders scored proficient or above in civics in 2022, while just 13
percent met proficiency in U.S. history. Even more concerning, scores in civics dropped for the first
time since the assessment began in 1998. Adult knowledge isn't much stronger: a U.S. Chamber
Foundation survey found that more

than 70 percent of Americans failed a

basic civics literacy quiz, despite 93

percent saying they believe civics

education is important.

For chambers like ours, this effort goes
beyond business. Strong communities
depend on informed and engaged
citizens, and by encouraging students
to think critically about their role in civic
life, we are investing in the future of
McAlester. Civic education empowers
students to see themselves as capable
of making change, prepares them for
leadership, and ensures that our

democracy remains strong.
Pictured: Paula Meadows, Justice Steven Taylor, Caroline Russell

Participation in the competition is free, and students from public, private, charter, and homeschool
settings are eligible. Essays must be submitted by February 3, 2026, and should include four parts:
identifying a community issue, proposing a solution, outlining who could help implement it, and
connecting the idea to a civic principle or virtue. Submissions will be judged on clarity, originality,
feasibility, and how well the ideas tie back to civic values.

The McAlester Chamber encourages students, teachers, parents, and community leaders to get
involved. We are working with McAlester Public Schools on this initiative, and hosting the Civic Bee
is a chance to highlight the talents of our young people while celebrating the importance of civic
engagement in a thriving community.

Visit https://civics.uschamberfoundation.org/ for more information.
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A Ok Railroad

A-1 Ministorage

ABC Supply

Adam True Value & Ag Supply
AEP/Public Service Co.
AirMed Care Network

Alamo Liquor

All Seasons Nursery

Allford, Ivester, & Green

Allied Appraisal Group, Inc.
Angel's Diner

Apex Title and Closing Services,
LLC

ARVEST Bank

BancFirst

Bank of Oklahoma

Bemac Supply

Berry Plastics

BierKraft

Big V Feeds, Inc

Bishop Funeral Service
Blackburn Plumbing & Air
Borger Texas Trinity Church of the
Nazarene

Boys & Girls Club of McAlester
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Bravado Wireless

Briggs Printing, LLC

Broken Arrow Electric Supply
Buff It Auto Wash

Caring Hands Healthcare Centers,
Inc.

Chaney-Harkins Funeral Home
Chick-Fil-A

Choctaw Defense

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
City of McAlester

Community Food Bank of Eastern
Oklahoma

Community of Hope

Compass Capital Management
Compassion 365

Cornerstone Caregiving
Cornerstone Community Church of
Arpelar

Cornerstone Counseling Service,
LLC

Courtright Orthodontics
Crawford Granite

CREOKS Health Services

D'z Rentals and Decor




Dobson Fiber

Dolese Bros. Company

Dr. Jack Sheets, DDS

DuraLine

Eastern Oklahoma State College
Edward Jones - David Lerblance
Edward Jones - Jake Wood
Edwards & Patterson
EightTwenty Solar

Evolve Dance

Express Employment Professionals
Fenton Nissan

Fifth Quarter Printing

First Family Federal Credit Union
First National Bank & Trust, Co.
First Realty, Inc.

First United Methodist Church
FirsTitle

FloodSERV, INC.

Freddy's

Freeze & Flare Heat & Air LLC
Frink Baptist Church

Good Samaritan Outreach
Gotcher and Beaver Attorneys at
Law

Grantstone Consulting, LLC

H & P Mechanical

Hampton Inn & Suites

Happy Design Co.

Harper and Grey House

Hauling Hass Construction
Heartland Hospice

Heritage Hills Living & Rehab Center
Highland Ridge Homes

Hope House

Hungry Lotus

Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC
Johnny's A Street Market

Jordan Barnett Insurance

Josh Hass Insurance

Jump and Slide Inflatables

K-Bar Company

Keller Williams SEOK Oklahoma
Land and Home

Kennedy Eye Care

Kiamichi Technology Center
KINEQT Virtual Answering Services
Klever Kidz Academy

Lake Eufaula Association

Lance's Barberstyle

Le Salt

Life Church

Little Caesar's Pizza

Loren Cook
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Ready to join the Chamber?

Benefits of joining the Chamber include:

« Ribbon cutting for new and « Professional development
established businesses opportunities

« Networking opportunities « Community involvement and impact

+ Increased visibility and promotion « Credibility and trust

Scan the
code to apply:

OR:x% '”@ :

e % 918-423-2550
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Love Bottling Co.

Luna's Wedding and Event
Center

Magnolia Med Spa

Maxwell Supply company
McAlester Army Ammunition
Plant

McAlester Children's Dental
Clinic

McAlester Community Theatre
McAlester Country Club
McAlester Dentistry & Braces
McAlester Direct Primary Care
McAlester Lifetime Dentistry
McAlester Monument Co., Inc.
McAlester News-Capital
McAlester Pepsi Cola Bottling
Company

McAlester Public Schools
McAlester Regional Health
Center

McAlester Scottish Rite Masonic
Center

McAlester Theatre
McAlister's Deli

MDSA

Meeco Sullivan, LLC

2025-26 Community Guide

Mike's Pest Control

Miller Glass

Miller Office Equipment
Mitchell Manor

Motto Mortgage

Narconon Arrowhead

NewEra

Nichols Marine

OK Small Business Development
Center

Okie Liquor

Oklahoma Homestead
Rendezvous

Oklahoma Policy Institute
Oklahoma Vet Med
Oklahomans for Independent
Living

OU Health

Pace Heat & Air

PC Landing Zone

Pete's Place

Pink Pop

Pittsburg Baptist Association
and Books, Bibles, and More
Pittsburg County Commissioners
Platinum Appraisals, LLC
Puterbaugh Foundation




Quality Inn and Suites McAlester
Republic Services

Rib Crib McAlester

RPM Staffing Professionals, Inc.
Sam Wampler's Freedom Ford
Shared Blessings

Sooner Coke

Southern Workforce Board, Inc
State Farm Insurance - Clem
Santine

State Farm Insurance - Mark
Derichsweiler

State Farm Insurance - Ross
Eaton

SteelHead Americas

Stobaugh Wine Group

Summit Utilities

T.H. Rogers Lumber Co.

TA Express Savanna

Tedford Insurance

The Bank N. A.

The Garrard Ardeneum

The Grass Station

The Monument Place

The Skin Company Medical Spa
Toliver Chevrolet

Travelodge

Treasure Trunk

Twin Cities Ready Mix Inc.
Vicars Furniture, Inc.

Vision Exteriors

Visiting Angels of Southeast
Oklahoma

Vyve Broadband

Wagner & Lynch Law
Walmart

Walnut Grove

Warren Clinic of McAlester
Wavll

Wedgewood Roofing
Welcome Back Vacation Rentals
Wiley's Bespoke Jewelry
Work Ready Oklahoma
Xpress Wellness Urgent Care
Yates Pest Control

Youth Emergency Shelter
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